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In April 2000 the Japanese government launched a series of comprehensive, interdisciplinary and international research projects called the 'Millennium Projects' and as part of this initiative the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) of the Cabinet Office of Japan initiated a two year project entitled 'A Study on Sustainable Economic and Social Structures in the 21st Century', which focuses on ageing and environmental problems in the Japanese and international context.
The ESRI Studies Series on the Environment provides a forum for the publication of a limited number of books, which are the result of this collaboration, on four main issues: research on solid waste management; the analysis of waste recycling and the conversation of resources and energy; research on the compatibility of environmental protection and macroeconomic policy and the analysis of problems related to climate change. The series is invaluable to students and scholars of environment and ecology as well as consultants and practitioners involved in environmental policymaking. 
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